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OFFICE OF THE WAR CRIMES PROSECUTOR
RE: Your document no. KTRR 134/11 dated September 23rd, 2011
With your request mentioned herein, you have asked us to deliver certain documents and information, which relate to the event which happened on August 1-5, 1995 when members of the Yugoslav Army border services, military police and military security service apprehended at least 850 individuals of Bosniak nationality after they crossed the border from Bosnia and Herzegovina to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and handed them over to members of the Serbian Ministry of the Interior (MUP), particularly to the State Security Department, Police Administration in Užice and later on in Kruševac, and accommodated them first in the collection center of Camp Braneško polje, located in the town known as Šljivovica, Municipality of Čajetina, and then (a part of this group, approximately 450 persons) in the collection center known as Camp Mitrovo Polje, Municipality of Kruševac.

Acting upon your request, the team from the KoB Command has reviewed the entire archive and registration documents of the 15th GRB (abbreviation standing for Border Battalion) Command for 1995 and 1996 and found the following:

· Daily reports by the 15th GRB Command (Annex 2), which do not contain information on the accommodation of people in collection centers;
· str.conf.no. (which stands for strictly confidential document number) 1-197 dated July 13th, 1995, str.conf.no. 1.198 from July 14th, 1995, str.conf.no. 1-199 from July 15th, 1995, str.conf.no. 1-200 from July 16th, 1995, str.conf.no. 1-202 from July 18th, 1995, str.conf.no. 1-208 from July 24th, 1995, str.conf.no. 1-210 from July 26th, 1995, str.conf.no. 1-212 from July 28th, 1995, str.conf.no. 1-213 from July 29th, 1995, str.conf.no. 1-214 from July 30th, 1995, str.conf.no. 1-215 from July 31st , 1995,  str.conf.no. 1-216 from August 1st, 1995,  str.conf.no. 1-217 from August 2nd, 1995,  str.conf.no. 1-218 from August 3rd, 1995,  str.conf.no. 1-219 from August 4th, 1995, str.conf.no. 1-220 from August 5th, 1995,  str.conf.no. 1-221 from August 6th, 1995.

Upon reviewing the archival material stored at the KoB Command and in the Ministry of Defence's Military Archive for the 16th Border Battalion, which provided security at the state border with Bosnia and Herzegovina, we found the following documents:

Lists of detained persons of Bosniak nationality (Annex 1) who were handed over to the responsible Reception Commission from the Republic of Serbia Ministry of the Interior, including:
· list str.conf.no. 250-1 from August 1st, 1995, list str.conf.no. 250-2 from August 2nd, 1995, list str.conf.no. 251-1 from August 2nd, 195, list str.conf.no. 251-4 from August 2nd, 1995, list str.conf.no. 251-5 from August 2nd, 1995, list str.conf.no. 252-1 from August 2nd, 1995, list str.conf.no.  252-3 from August 3rd, 1995, list str.conf.no. 252-4 from August 4th, 1995, list str.conf.no. 252-5 from August 5th, 1995, list str.conf.no. 252-6 from August 10th, 1995 and list str.conf.no. 352-2 from August 3rd, 1995.

· Diary of events of the 1st GRČ (Border Company)/16th GRB (Border Battalion) (Annex) for the period from November 30th, 1992 to June 11th, 1997, from which it appears that:

· on August 10th, 1995, 4 persons of Muslim nationality illegally crossed the state border; they were apprehended and taken to the watchtower.
· Diary of events of the 2nd GRČ/16 GRB (Annex 4) for the period January 6th, 1994 – August 27th, 1995, in which the following appears:

In Item 2 of the summary of events from July 1995 it was noted that from July 28th, 1995,  cases of illegal border crossing were reported and large groups of persons who illegally crossed the border were apprehended.

388 persons illegally crossed the state border on August 1st, 1995.

81 persons illegally crossed the state border on August 2nd, 1995.

144  persons illegally crossed the state border on August 3rd, 1995.

119 persons illegally crossed the state border on August 4th, 1995.

5 persons illegally crossed the state border on August 5th, 1995.

In Item 2 of the summary of events which occurred in August it is stated that illegal crossings were not prevented but the persons who illegally crossed the border were instead taken to collection centres. This document also states the exact number of illegal crossings reported in the period July 31st-August 6th, 1995, for each day, and the total number of persons who illegally crossed the border, which was 787.

· Diary of events of the 2nd GRČ/16th GRB, Jagoštica Watchtower (Annex 5) for the period January 1st, 1993 – June 6th, 1997, from which the following is established:

· it was registered on August 6th, 1995 in the diary of events that in the period August 1st, 1995 until August 5th, 1995, 735 Muslim refugees crossed the state border over the borderline from Crni Potok to Veliki kraj TT 1332 meters and  were deported further upon the orders of the Battalion Commander. This fact has been confirmed in the summary of events for August 1995. 

A part of the archive material relating to the period from late July 1995 until April 10th, 1996 has also been reviewed and no information relating to the collection centres of Šljivovica and Mitrovo Polje has been found. 

We hereby inform you that this was comprehensive material and for the purpose of a complete and good quality collection of information relating to the event at hand,  the reviewing will continue of the archive material from the 1st BO Command of the 2nd A, the Command of the Drina Division, Command of the Užice Corps, and the Command of the 15th and 16th Border Battalion, which is stored in the Military Archive, and the documents which we might find during this reviewing we will deliver to you as soon as possible. 

The Military Security Agency will also engage in this endeavour for the purpose of clarifying the circumstances stated in the criminal complaint, and  will conduct the necessary checks in the registries of the Ministry of Defence and the Serbian Army. It will also identify the individuals and establish the personal information concerning the commanders and soldiers who were at the given time in the border units and who now reside on the territory of the Republic of Serbia, in order to collect necessary information from these persons.

Annex:

· as stated in the text
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