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54.	 In the regular daily combat report of the 37th mtbr, dated April 3rd 1999, the Commander of 
the 37th mtbr, Ljubiša Diković, notified the Priština Corps that during the day „the reception and 
deployment of the rest of the mobilized forces has been executed“.69

55.	 During the testimony of Ljubiša Diković in the Šainović et al. case, the Prosecutor in that case 
pointed out that „there is a gap of available documents from 30th of March until the 19th of April, 1999” 
relating to the operations of the 37th mtbr. Therefore, the Prosecutor asked Diković what his brigade 
was actually doing in this period: 

An excerpt from the cross-examination of Ljubiša Diković

Diković: “Between the 30th of March and 19th of April, the focus was on the implementation 
of the following tasks. The remaining part, the best part of the 37th Motorised Brigade 
was received and deployed, and the Drenica sector was occupied. The defence sector was 
occupied.“

Prosecutor Carter (PC): „Can you please tell me when the remainder of your brigade 
arrived, what was the manpower available?”

Diković: „The numerical strength of my unit was about 4,500 men.”

PC: „You already had six tanks when you first came with the smaller group. Did any further 
tanks of heavy weaponry enter on the 2nd of April?”

Diković: „Yes, yes, yes. That’s right. The entire brigade arrived.”

[...]

PC: „ So now you’ve indicated that until the 19th of April you were deploying and occupying 
that sector [Drenica]. What was happening? You were just going into your post and sitting 
there or were operations continuing?”

56.	 In the answer to this question Diković vaguely told the court about how they had to secure the 
area from “terrorists”, and in the end he said: „we were engaging the terrorists whenever we came 
across them.“70 

57.	 During the research for this Dossier, the HLC sent two requests for information of public 
importance to the Ministry of Defence, in which it asked for access to the combat reports of the 37th 
mtbr from April 5th and 6th, which should contain the activities of the brigade on the day of the crime 
in Rezallë/Rezala. 

69	 Combat report of the 37th mtbr from April 3rd 1999, ex.no. P02807, Šainović et al.
70	 Testimony of Ljubiša Diković in the Šainović et al. case on December 11th 2007, p.20001-20003. 
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58.	 The Ministry of Defence has refused to provide the combat reports of the 37th mtbr from 
April 5th and 6th, citing confidentiality of data and pointing out that provision of the requested data 
„would inflict damage to the operational and functional capability of the Army, as well as to the interests 
of the defence of the Republic of Serbia, which outweigh the interests of free access to information of 
public importance.”71 In its reply, the Ministry did not, however, present arguments which support the 
claim that examination of the requested documents would create the abovementioned consequences, 
although according to the Law on Free Access to Information of Public Importance, the Ministry is 
obliged to provide supporting arguments when rejecting a request. The HLC has filed two appeals to 
the Commissioner for Information of Public Importance, and at the time of publication of this report 
has yet to receive the decision of the Commissioner. 

1.3.2. Action conducted by the 37th mtbr and the MUP in Drenica on April 5th 1999

59.	 On April 4th 1999, the Commander of the 37th mtbr Ljubiša Diković issued an Order to destroy 
SHTF and take combat control of the territory, which engaged this brigade in a wider operation 
in the area including the municipalities of Skënderaj/Srbica, Gllogoc/Glogovac, Vushtrri/Vučitrn and 
Mitrovicë/Mitrovica, starting on April 5th 1999. More precisely, that area stretched from the village of 
Obrinje and the town of Gllogoc/Glogovac in the south to Vushtrri/Vučitrn and Mitrovicë/Kosovska 
Mitrovica in the north. The village of Rezallë/Rezala is situated (looking from south to north) on the 
rim of the left border of the territory where the mentioned operation was conducted. The action was 
to be launched at 9 a.m. on April 5th 1999.72 

60.	 Infantry, armor and artillery formations of the 37th mtbr, and still unidentified police formations 
(see paras. 68-71), were engaged in this action. Of these, three infantry formations and one artillery 
formation of the 37th mtbr executed tasks in Rezallë/Rezala or in its immediate vicinity (see Map 2).73 

61.	 The 2nd Motorized Battalion of the 37th mtbr was operational in Rezallë/Rezala, under the 
command of Dejan Ranđelović, equipped with tanks and armored vehicles. One company of this 
battalion, together with members of the police and with the support of artillery of the 37th mtbr was 
to „block, search for, smash and destroy SHTF“ in the part of Rezallë/Rezala named Delijaj mahala, 
in which, according to witnesses, civilians were forcibly taken from houses and brought to Hashim 
Derguti’s backyard, and in the end were executed (See Map 2).74 

71	 The reply of the Ministry of Defence to the request for access to information of public importance, July 31st 2014, 
no. 553 – 6/14; the reply of the Ministry of Defence to the request for access to information of public importance, 
November 17th 2014, no. 958 – 4/14.

72	 The Order of the Commander of the 37th mtbr to destroy the SHTF and take combat control of the territory from 
April 4th 1999, ex.no. P02813, Šainović et al, Appendix 3.

73	 Ibid. 
74	 See the Order of the Commander of the 37th mtbr to destroy the SHTF and take combat control of the territory from 

April 4th 1999, ex.no. P02813,item 4.1.1, Šainović et al, Appendix 3. 
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62.	 Two other infantry units of the 37th mtbr operated in the immediate vicinity of Rezallë/Rezala 
on April 5th 1999. The 1st Motorized Battalion of the 37th mtbr led the attack on the village of Krstač 
located less than 500 m away from Rezallë/Rezala. The 37th Anti-aircraft Battalion was engaged in 
„blocking, searching for, smashing and destroying SHTF along the k660 – Dević axis“.75 Ground level 
660 is located about 500 m away from Rezallë/Rezala, while the village of Dević is located about 1.5 
km away from Rezallë/Rezala (see Map 2).

63.	 The brigade artillery group of the 37th mtbr was positioned at a location 1.5 km away from Rezallë/
Rezala.76 

64.	 The fact that the 37th mtbr undertook military operations in Rezallë/Rezala on the date in question 
was confirmed by the members of this brigade, Majors Danilo Simonović and Goran Petrović, and 
Captain 1st Class, Slobodan Radenković, who stated in an interview for “Vojska” magazine that from 
April 3rd 1999 in the area of Drenica they conducted a number of actions against the „Albanian 
terrorist forces: first in the line of villages Kruševac - Devička šuma - Novo Poljance – Trstenik – 
Rezala – Gornje Obrinje“ [italics added by HLC]. In the same article, members of the 37th mtbr clarify 
that the operations that this unit conducted in Drenica during 1999 also implied the operations of 
„village cleansing“.77  

65.	 Furthermore, in the magazine Vojska, in the article on the operations conducted by the 37th 
mtbr in Drenica during 1999, it is stated that „the armored battalion under the command of Captain 
1st Class Goran Jovanović entered with its steel monsters into enemy strongholds such as Likošan, 
Likovac, Rezala and Bradići“78 [italics added by HLC]. 

1.3.3. 	 Other police and military units that were engaged in the action on April 5th 
1999 

66.	 According to the available documentation of the VJ, on the day in question the 37th mtbr 
conducted the action in Drenica in coordination with the 252nd okbr, 15th okbr, and 7th pbr, and the 
MUP units.79 

67.	 According to the orders of the Commander of the 37th mtbr and other military documents, the 
other three brigades - the 252nd okbr, the 15th okbr and the 7th pbr - did not conduct activities in the 
area of responsibility of this brigade (37th mtbr), which includes the village of Rezallë/Rezala. More 
precisely, the 252nd okbr and the 7th okbr conducted activities on the territory which was to the right of 
the area of responsibility of the 37th mtbr, and the 15th okbr conducted activities on the territory which 

75	 Ibid, item 4.1.7.
76	 Ibid, item 4.1.5.
77	 Article, „Vojska“, „Brave men of Drenica, heroes of defence“, pp.11-13, July 15th 1999.
78	 Article, Vojska, „An example to generations“, pp.9-13, July 15th 1999. 
79	 See the Order of the Commander of the 37th mtbr to destroy the SHTF and take combat control of the territory from 

April 4th 1999, ex.no. P02813, item 3 and item 7, Šainović et al, Appendix 3.
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is to the left and in front of the area of responsibility of the 37th mtbr.80 

68.	 Descriptions of the uniforms of the police forces that participated in the attack on Rezallë/Rezala, 
which were provided by witnesses, as well as the findings of the ICTY on the equipment, uniforms 
and positions of police forces in Kosovo, indicate that these were probably members of the Special 
Operations Unit (Serb.-JSO) or Special Police Units (Serb.-PJP). According to the findings of the ICTY, 
the scarves, masks and hats that the witnesses described were characteristic of the JSO;81 however, 
members of the PJP during 1999 often did not wear their standard uniforms, but could be identified 
or recognized by their advanced equipment.82 Likewise, the ICTY found that both formations used 
armored personnel carriers (APCs)83 and that both units conducted operations in the Drenica region 
during 1999.84 However, it is more likely that the PJP participated in the operation in Rezallë/Rezala, 
since the minutes of the meeting of the police leadership in Kosovo dated April 4th 1999 confirm that 
PJP units were engaged in the Drenica region.85 In addition, the commander of the 37th mtbr in his 
order dated April 4th 1999, describes the present MUP forces in the brigade’s area of responsibility by 
stating that in strength they range “from a squad to a company”, which represents the organizational 
structure of the PJP, not the JSO.86

69.	 In addition, according to the testimony of Ljubiša Diković, the 37th mtbr was joined by 100 - 150 
volunteers after April 2nd 1999.87 They were deployed within the 37th mtbr units and, according to 
the testimony of the commander of this brigade, they had the same status as any other member of the 
37th mtbr.88 The Trial Chamber of the ICTY, in the judgment Šainović et al., found that the volunteers 
in the VJ “would sometimes wear VJ uniforms along with non-standard apparel such as hats and 
masks.”89  

70.	 According to the orders of the Commander of the 37th mtbr given on April 4th 1999, the MUP 
forces were deployed throughout the Municipalities of Skënderaj/Srbica and Gllogoc/Glogovac, 
mostly along the routes Mitrovicë/Kosovska Mitrovica - Skënderaj/Srbica and Klinë/Klina – 
Skënderaj/Srbica – Gllogoc/Glogovac. In the aforementioned orders, there are 15 villages mentioned 
where the MUP forces were stationed. The village of Rezallë/Rezala was not among them.90 

80	 Ibid, item 3.
81	 ICTY Trial judgment in the Đorđević case rendered on February 23rd 2011, Vol.I, para. 85.
82	 Ibid, para. 66.
83	 Ibid, para. 87 and 66.
84	 Ibid, para. 84.
85	 Minutes of the meeting with the leadership of the police in Kosovo from April 4th 1999, ex.no. P00764, Đorđević. 
86	 See the Order of the Commander of the 37th mtbr to destroy the SHTF and take combat control of the territory from 

April 4th 1999, ex.no. P02813, item 3, Šainović et al, Appendix 3.
87	 Testimony of Ljubiša Diković from December 11th 2007 in the Šainović et al. case, p. 19994.
88	 Ibid, pp. 19987-19988.
89	 ICTY judgment in the Šainović et al. case rendered on February 26th 2009, Vol. 2, para. 54.
90	 See the Order of the Commander of the 37th mtbr to destroy the SHTF and take combat control of the territory from 

April 4th 1999, ex.no. P02813, item 3, Šainović et al, Appendix 3.
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71.	 The 35th detachment of the PJP conducted activities in two villages (Kushtovë/Košutovo and 
Broboniq/Brabonjić) which are located 5 and 10km, respectively, north of Rezallë/Rezala.91 

1.3.4. 	 The bodies of victims in the jurisdiction of the Clearing-up Squad of the 37th 
mtbr

72.	 The bodies of victims killed in the mass crime in Rezallë/Rezala, immediately after the 
commission of the crime and up until April 13th 1999 were under the jurisdiction of the Squad of the 
37th mtbr for the clearing-up of the battlefield. Based on the available documents, it is not possible to 
reconstruct how this squad dealt with the bodies after this date, or whether the command of the 37th 
mtbr informed the military investigative authorities about the crimes. 

73.	 The Commander of the 37th mtbr, Ljubiša Diković, issued an order for ‘clearing-up the battlefield’ 
on April 5th 1999 - the day of the crime in Rezallë/Rezala, or more precisely „for finding and collecting 
human... corpses [and] their burial“. In order to execute this task, and in accordance with the order 
issued by the Priština Corps dated March 31st, 1999 (see paras. 6-9), a squad was formed which, 
among other things, had the following responsibilities: „to collect data on where bodies of the SHTF 
were found, report on these locations to the Chief of MUP Srbica [Skënderaj]; upon receiving such 
reports, the latter, via the Chief of MUP Kosovska Mitrovica [Mitrovicë], will regulate the engagement 
of personnel for collection, burial, clearing up operations and the prescribed records on persons 
buried.“ Captain 1st Class Rade Krsmanović was appointed Commander of this Squad, and Major 
Hasan Čorbić was appointed his Deputy.92

74.	 In the same order, the Squad for clearing-up was ordered to report to the Command of the Brigade 
„daily on implementation of this order during the daily briefing, and at other times as needed“.93 
Subsequent orders issued by the Commander of the 37th mtbr confirm that Brigade Commander 
Ljubiša Diković was familiar with the clearing-up performed in his area of responsibility.94 

75.	 The order also contains one very surprising assumption of the Commander of the 37th mtbr - 
that all of the bodies that the Squad comes across will be the bodies of the “SHTF” although the 
term ‘clearing-up of the battlefield’ implies finding and burying the bodies of civilians as well as 
combatants.95 This order is especially revealing, if one takes into consideration available orders of 
other VJ brigades on clearing up the battlefield, for example of the 125th mtbr. According to this order, 
the command of the 125th mtbr does not anticipate what bodies will be found, but issues a clear task 

91	 Minutes of the meeting with the leadership of the police in Kosovo from April 4th 1999, ex.no. P00764, Đorđević; 
Order of the Commander of the 37th mtbr to destroy the SHTF and take combat control of the territory from April 
4th 1999, ex.no. P02813, item 3 Šainović et al, Appendix 3.

92	 Order for the clearing-up of the battlefield of the 37th mtbr, April 5th 1999, ex.no. 5D01028, Šainović et al, Appendix 2.
93	 Ibid. 
94	 See for example: Order in connection with the meeting on the clearing-up of the battlefield from April 30th 1999, 

ex.no. 5D01035, Šainović et al.
95	 Order for the clearing-up of the battlefield of the 37th mtbr, April 5th 1999,ex.no. 5D01028, Šainović et al, Appendix 2.



Dossier: Rudnica 
 

31

to members of the squad that they remove all dead bodies that they come across, in accordance with 
the instructions given.96 

76.	 On April 13th, 1999, the Commander of the Clearing-up Squad of the 37th mtbr, Rade Krsmanović, 
and his Deputy Hasan Čorbić, notified the Secretariat for Internal Affairs (SUP) in Mitrovicë/Kosovska 
Mitrovica „that there are 30-40 bodies in Rezala [Rezallë] village near the village cemetery that had 
been covered by dirt and rubble by members of the Yugoslav Army“ [italics added by HLC].97 

77.	 Upon arrival at the scene of the crime on April 13th, 1999, the investigative judge of the District 
Court in Mitrovicë/Kosovska Mitrovica, Bogoljub Paunović, with the participation of officials from 
the SUP Mitrovicë/Kosovska Mitrovica, established that near the village cemetery in Rezallë/Rezala 
there was a layer of soil, and that by removing the first layer of the soil there was evidence of the 
presence of human bodies.98 

78.	 The investigative judge refused to issue an order for exhumation, but did, however, issue an order 
to add another layer of soil, about 80cm thick, to the existing layer of soil, since this was a gully [a 
streambed – author’s note], „insisting to the VJ officers present, Captain Krsmanović and Major 
Čorbić, that investigations be undertaken by the military investigative authorities“[italics added 
by the HLC].99

79.	 In the absence of further clarification of the refusal of the investigative judge to issue an order for 
exhumation, it is important to note that according to the Law on the Jurisdiction of Courts, the military 
investigation authorities conducted investigations of crimes committed by military personnel.100  

80.	 What the Clearing-up Squad of the 37th mtbr did with the bodies later on is unknown. The 
facts as to whether this squad, or the Command of the 37th mtbr, informed the military investigative 
authorities also remain unknown,101 and if so, whether they took over the investigation regarding the 
bodies found in the mass grave in Rezallë/Rezala. 

81.	 During the trial in the Šainović et al. case, the ICTY Prosecution attempted to determine the 
further actions undertaken with regard to the bodies found in Rezallë/Rezala by examining witness 
6D-2, but without results.102 

96	 Order for the clearing-up of the battlefield of the 125th mtbr, April 4th 1999, ex.no. P01246, Šainović et al. 
97	 The MUP’s list of registered criminal offences and measures taken in Kosovo and Metohija in the period from July 

1st 1998 to June 20th 1999, p. 17, ex.no. 6D00614, Šainović et al, Appendix 4.
98	 Ibid.
99	 Ibid.
100	 Article 1 of the Law on Military Courts (Official Gazette of the FRY no. 11, March 3rd 1995).
101	 According to the Law on Military Courts, the military chief is obligated to notify the military investigative authorities 

about committed criminal offences. See Articles 60 and 61 of the Law on Military Courts (Official Gazette of the 
FRY no. 11, March 3rd 1995.); Statement of Aleksandar Vasiljević, at the time the deputy head of the Department for 
Security of the VJ, para. 50, ex.no. P02600, Šainović et al.

102	 Testimony of witness 6D-2 in the Šainović et al. case from April 16th 2008, p. 25482. 
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82.	 On April 14th 1999, the Priština Corps Command issued a request to the MUP for the clearing-up 
of the area of the villages of „Gornje Obrinje, Rezala and Kraljica“ [italics added by the HLC]. Although 
this request only mentions the corpses of animals, it is worthy of attention because it confirms the 
formal supremacy of the VJ over the MUP in the procedure of clearing-up, and it coincides with the 
removal of bodies from Rezallë/Rezala, as well as with the inspection of the scene undertaken by the 
investigative judge.103 

83.	 The documents of the VJ indicate that the 37th mtbr was engaged in some sort of a procedure of 
checking and establishing the circumstances relating to the bodies in Rezallë/Rezala. Specifically, the 
report of the Commission for the collection of materials on executed clear-ups of the battlefields on 
the territory of Kosovo and Metohija during 1998/1999 states that the VJ found 30 bodies in Rezallë/
Rezala, but that they were neither „forensically processed“ nor identified. The report notes that for 
these „human bodies, which had been found, it was determined with certainty that the deaths of 
these persons were not the result of the activity of the members of the VJ“, without clarifying how 
this was „determined with certainty“ or to whom the bodies were then handed over.104 The report 
leads to the conclusion that this checking was most likely performed by the Security Department of 
the 37th mtbr without engaging the military investigative authorities, which is contrary to the rules 
of the VJ.105

84.	 In contrast to the data which suggest that the 37th mtbr had formal responsibility for collecting 
bodies in that area, as well as a direct insight into the existence of mass graves in Rezallë/Rezala, the 
Commander of this brigade, Ljubiša Diković, in his testimony before the ICTY in the Šainović et al. 
case, claimed that he had never encountered any mass graves in that area: 

Prosecutor Carter – question to witness Diković: So, even though your unit was directly 
involved in that area, no one from the VJ called upon you to answer for any of those 
operations or to provide any information when mass graves were found?

Witness Diković – answer: Well, I don’t know which mass graves you actually mean. At the 
time that I was there I did not come across any mass graves, no mass graves at all. Let me 
repeat that. I did not come across any mass graves in that area.106 

85.	 Although the prosecutor asked this question primarily in relation to the operations around 

103	 Request for clearing-up of the terrain of the regions of Gornje Obrinje, Rezala and Kraljica villages from April 14th 
1999, ex.no. 5D00193, Šainović et al.

104	 The report of the Commission for the collection of material on executed clear-ups of the battlefield in the territory 
of Kosovo and Metohija during 1998/1999, of May 25th 2001 in „The Army of Yugoslavia and Kosovo and Metohija 
in 1998-1999.“, Ivan Marković, p. 110, ex.no. P01011, Šainović et al. 

105	 See Articles 60 and 61 of the Law on Military Courts (Official Gazette of the FRY no. 11, March 3rd 1995); Statement 
of Aleksandar Vasiljević, at the time the deputy head of the Department for Security of the VJ, para. 50, ex.no. 
P02600, Šainović et al

106	 Testimony of Ljubiša Diković from December 11th 2007 in the Šainović et al. case, p. 19987.
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the village of Izbicë/Izbica at the end of March 1999, it is inconceivable that Diković is denying any 
knowledge of any mass graves in that region, when it is known that the Clearing-up Squad of his 
brigade had information about the mass grave in Rezallë/Rezala, which is located 12km away from 
Izbicë/Izbica. 

2. The killing of 27 Albanian civilians in Çikatovё e Vjetёr/Staro Čikatovo

86.	 Çikatovё e Vjetёr/Staro Čikatovo village is located in the Municipality of Gllogoc/Glogovac, 
some 5 km north-east from the town of Gllogoc/Glogovac. On the basis of the evidence obtained, the 
HLC established that on April 17th, 1999, members of the Serbian forces killed 27 Kosovo Albanian 
civilians there. The citizens of the village who survived the crime buried the bodies in the places 
where they found them, but in early June the bodies were taken from the village in military trucks by 
members of the MUP. 20 bodies of victims of this crime have been exhumed from the Rudnica mass 
grave, while seven bodies that the survivors buried are located in Çikatovё e Vjetёr/Staro Čikatovo.

87.	 The official military documents and testimonies of military officers analyzed in this Dossier 
indicate that the village of Çikatovё e Vjetёr/Staro Čikatovo was in the area of responsibility of the 37th 
mtbr at the time of the commission of the crime, and that the action during which crimes against the 
citizens of Çikatovё e Vjetёr/Staro Čikatovo were committed was launched by joint forces of the units 
of the 37th mtbr, the 15th okbr and the members of the 86th detachment of the PJP, on April 17th, 1999. 
Military documents and testimonies of police officials indicate that during the time period in question 
the clearing-up of the battlefield in the Municipality of Gllogoc/Glogovac was under the jurisdiction 
of the 37th mtbr. 

2.2. Description of events based on witness statements

88.	 In the early morning hours of April 17th 1999, the Serbian forces surrounded the village of 
Çikatovё e Vjetёr/Staro Čikatovo. After random shelling of the villagers’ houses, soldiers and police 
officers entered the village at around 6 a.m. In groups of three to five, they entered houses, beat, 
humiliated and intimidated citizens, confiscated their money, jewelry and any even remotely valuable 
personal belongings. Several persons were seriously injured and several were killed in their houses, 
in front of their family members and neighbors. The survivors were expelled from their houses and 
gathered in several places in the village, all the while being beaten and threatened with weapons. Most 
of them, mainly from the Morina family, gathered in their Morina mahala [Morina neighborhood]. 

89.	 After repeated searching and beating, the police officers and soldiers separated the men from the 
women and children. The houses and all other facilities in the village were immediately burned down. 
Women and children, threatened with weapons, were ordered to form a column and leave the village, 
in the direction of Gllogoc/Glogovac. Some of the men were immediately killed, mostly by shots from 
automatic weapon at close range. Others were split into three groups and led to the backyards of 
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their cousins Yllber Morina, Ali Morina and Sejdi Morina, and shot by rifle from close range. In these 
events, a total of 27 Kosovo Albanian civilians were killed.107

90.	 In the evening, a few villagers who survived the crime buried the bodies in the places where they 
found them, in four graves. These survivors had been hiding in the forest near the village until the 
Serbian forces retreated from Kosovo. According to their testimony, in early June the police came to 
the village and started digging up the graves. The bodies were loaded into a military truck, and the 
corpses of cows were laid in the dug up graves.108 

91.	 When the citizens returned to the village after the retreat of Serbian forces from Kosovo, only 
seven bodies of the victims killed on April 17th 1999 were found in the places where the survivors had 
buried them: Merrushe (Hys) Shala (1970), Florin (Tahir) Morina (1962), Azem (Bajram) Morina 
(1930), Zenel (Sylë) Morina (1930), Bajram (Vesel) Makolli (1925), Kadri (Tahir) Karagja (1922) 
and Tahir (Hetem) Morina (1937).109

92.	 The mortal remains of 20 civilians killed in Çikatovё e Vjetёr/Staro Čikatovo were found in 
the Rudnica mass grave: Haxhë (Hazir) Demaku (1980), Sheremet (Rexhep) Morina (1971), 
Selim (Sadri) Morina (1967), Afrim (Bahtir) Morina (1965), Emin (Sadri) Morina (1958), Brahim 
(Sheremet) Morina (1957), Sabit (Ali) Morina (1956), Tahir (Zeqir) Morina (1951), Gani (Haxhi) 
Morina (1949), Isuf (Fetah) Morina (1948), Beqir (Zeqir) Morina (1945), Beqir (Jashar) Morina 
(1943), Bahtir (Hetem) Morina (1942), Avdyl (Hazir) Morina (1938), Rexhep (Sheremet) Morina 
(1938), Kadri (Haradin) Morina (1937), Sylë (Haxhi) Morina (1935), Daut (Jashar) Morina (1931), 
Arif (Zeqir) Morina (1920) and Muharrem (Rrustem) Morina (1912).110 

107	 The HLC database, statement of witness F. M. given to the HLC in May 2000; statement of witness M.M. given to 
the HLC in May 2000; statement of witness K.K. given to the HLC in May 2000; statement of witness Aj. M. given 
to the HLC in April 2008; statement of witness Ar. M. given to the HLC in April 2008; statement of witness Ars. M. 
given to the HLC in April 2008; statement of witness B. M. given to the HLC in April 2008; statement of witness H. 
M. given to the HLC in April 2008; statement of witness H. M. given to the HLC in May 2008; statement of witness 
I. M. given to the HLC in May 2008; statement of witness M. M. given to the HLC in May 2008; statement of witness 
X. M. given to the HLC in May 2008; statement of witness Z. M. given to the HLC in May 2008; statement of witness 
Ze. M. given to the HLC in May 2008; statement of witness F. D. given to the HLC in October 2007; statement of 
witness Ma. M. given to the HLC in May 2008; statement of witness E. M. given to the HLC in May 2008; statement 
of witness Ha. M. given to the HLC in May 2008; statement of witness Hav. M. given to the HLC in May 2008; 
statement of witness I. K. given to the HLC in May 2008; statement of witness M. M. given to the HLC in June 2008; 
statement of witness V. M. given to the HLC in May 2008.

108	 The HLC database, statement of witness F. M. given to the HLC in May 2000; statement of witness F. D. given to the 
HLC in October 2007.

109	 The HLC database, statement of witness V. M. given to the HLC in May 2008; statement of witness E. M. given to 
the HLC in May 2008; statement of witness H. M. given to the HLC in May 2008; statement of witness H. V. given 
to the HLC in May 2008; statement of witness I. K. given to the HLC in May 2008; statement of witness M.M. given 
to the HLC in June 2008.

110	 Data of the Office for Missing Persons of the Government of Republic of Kosovo, emails sent on: August 26th 2014, 
September 14th 2014 and October 15th 2014.
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2.3. Military documents and testimonies of VJ officers

93.	 The two-day operation of the clearing-up of the battlefield which encompasses the village of 
Çikatovё e Vjetёr/Staro Čikatovo, which was launched on April 16th,1999 on the orders of the Joint 
Command for Kosovo and Metohija, was carried out by units of the 37th mtbr and 15th okbr, and the 
86th detachment of the PJP. 

94.	 The evidence gathered from the military and police sources also point to the responsibility of the 
37th mtbr for the removal of the bodies on the territory of Gllogoc/Glogovac. 

2.3.1. Operations for establishing combat control of the territory and the ‘clearing-up 
of the battlefield’ 

95.	 The Command of the 37th mtbr issued a Defence Order, Operation number 125-2”, signed by 
the Commander of the 37th mtbr, Ljubiša Diković. According to the order, the task of the 37th mtbr 
was to “set up defence in the Kukavica (tt. 591 exclusive) - Gradina (tt.1055 inclusive) – Goleš pass 
(exclusive) - Suvo Brdo (tt.734 inclusive) area” for the purpose of defence against possible attacks 
launched by NATO forces and the KLA, starting from April 16th,1999”.111 The village of Çikatovё e 
Vjetёr/Staro Čikatovo is located almost in the center of this area (see Map 3). 

96.	 This Order tasks certain units with establishing control over certain territories in this brigade’s 
area of responsibility. Hence, the Third Motorized Battalion of the 37th mtbr, along with three 
other units of the 37th mtbr (armored battalion, engineers battalion, and a mixed antitank-artillery 
division) and the 15th okbr’s Second Battalion was ordered to take combat control over an area 
which includes the village of Çikatovё e Vjetёr/Staro Čikatovo. Namely, “the line from Globare to the 
village of Bardići”, was set as the right border of the area that would be placed under the control of this 
unit. A look at the map shows that the line goes through Çikatovё e Vjetёr/Staro Čikatovo (see Map 
4). 

97.	 On April 15th, 1999, the 37th mtbr and 15th okbr received an order coming from the Joint Command 
for Kosovo and Metohija to engage as of April 16th,1999, in a two-day joint operation with MUP units 
“to break and destroy SHTF” at Mount Čičavica and in the sector of the villages of Vasilevё/Vasiljevo 
and Dobroshec/Dobroševac.112 

98.	 Regular combat report of the 37th mtbr dated April 16th, 1999 shows that the 37th mtbr had been 
regulating the movements in the entire area of responsibility of the Brigade as of that day.113 

111	 Order For Defence, Command of the 37th mtbr dated April 13th,1999, p.2, ex. no. 5D01029, Item 2, Šainović et al, 
Appendix 5. 

112	 Order to defeat and destroy SHTF in the sector of Čičavica, Joint Command for Kosovo and Metohija, ex.no. 
P01974, Šainović et al.

113	 Regular combat report of the 37th mtbr dated April 16th,1999, ex. no. 5D01055, Item 5.1, Šainović et al, Appendix 6.
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99.	 It is also stated that the Commander of the 37th mtbr, Ljubiša Diković, attended a meeting held 
that day, which referred to the operation ordered by the Joint Command to the 37th mtbr and 15th 
okbr, and that together with the Chief of Staff of the 37th mtbr he carried out a reconnaissance of the 
terrain.114 The reconnaissance of the terrain was also attended by the Commanders of the First and 
Second Armored Battalion of the 15th okbr.115 

100.	The same report offers an overview of the daily activities undertaken by the 37th mtbr related to 
the execution of orders issued by the Joint Command to “crush and destroy SHTF”, and it reports that 
the operation will be continued the following day, that is, April 17th,1999.

101.	The ICTY court records do not contain the combat report of the 37th mtbr dated April 17th, 
1999. In December 2014, the HLC requested this document from the Ministry of Defence, but has not 
received it by the time of the publishing of this Dossier.   

102.	The entry made by the Commander of the 15th okbr, Mladen Ćirković, in the war diary of this 
brigade for April 16th and 17th, 1999, confirms the participation of units of the 15th okbr in the ‘clearing-
up of the territory’ operations at Čičavica.116 

103.	According to the MUP’s document dated April 17th, 1999, the 3rd Company of the 86th Detachment 
of the PJP was engaged in Çikatovё e Vjetёr/Staro Čikatovo on April 17th, 1999.117

104.	The 4th Company of the 86th Detachment of the PJP was deployed that same day in the neighboring 
village of Poklek. The 1st and the 2nd Companies were deployed in the direction of Llapushnik/Lapušnik 
– Arllat/Orlate – Durdica/Đurđica and Gllogoc/Glogovac – Poluzhё/Poluža, at an approximate 
distance of 2 to 10 km from Çikatovё e Vjetёr/Staro Čikatovo, while the 5th Company was positioned 
in the Feronikl factory in Gllogoc/Glogovac.118

2.3.2. Bodies under the jurisdiction of the Clearing-up Squad of the 37th mtbr 

105.	Unlike in the case of the village of Rezallë/Rezala (para. 72-85), there are no public military or 
police documents pointing to the discovery of or actions involving the bodies of the persons who 
were killed in Çikatovё e Vjetёr/Staro Čikatovo (on April 17th) by members of the VJ or the MUP or 
the civilian government authorities. Still, military documents and the testimony of a police official do 
point to the fact that the clearing-up of the battlefield during the time in question in the Municipality 

114	 Ibid. 
115	 War diary of the 15th Armored Brigade, entry for April 16th,1999, ex. no. P02572, Šainović et al, Appendix 7.
116	 War diary of the 15th Armored Brigade, entry for April 17th,1999, ex.no. P02572, Šainović et al, Appendix 7.
117	 Deployment of the PJP on April 17th 1999, ex. no. 5D01417, Šainović et al, Appendix 8. It is unknown which 

institution is the author of this document, however, its content was confirmed in the Šainović et al. trial by Dusko 
Adamovic, assistant Chief of the MUP Staff for the rotation of MUP units in Kosovo. 

118	 Ibid. Members of the VJ and MUP killed over 50 civilians - members of the Muccolli family in a house in Poklek, 
according to the testimonies of witnesses, and then they burnt their bodies. There were 23 children among the 
killed.  
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of Gllogoc/Glogovac was under the jurisdiction of the 37th mtbr. 

106.	According to the order issued by the PrC, each of the VJ brigades was responsible for the clearing-
up in its area of responsibility.119

107.	As mentioned earlier (para. 73), the Clearing-up Squad of the 37th mtbr was established on April 
5th, 1999 (12 days prior to the crime committed in Çikatovё e Vjetёr/Staro Čikatovo), with the task to 
collect information on the killed and to report thereon to the responsible investigation authorities.120 

108.	In early June, when the bodies were, according to the statements given by the witnesses, exhumed 
and taken away from the village, Çikatovё e Vjetёr/Staro Čikatovo was in the area of responsibility of 
the 37th mtbr.121 

109.	The former Chief of the Department of the Interior in Gllogoc/Glogovac, Petar Damjanac, 
testified before the ICTY that the VJ was the one responsible in this municipality for the clearing-up, 
and that he maintained contact for this purpose with the Commander of the Clear-up Squad of the 
37th mtbr, Rade Krsmanović, and his Deputy Hasan Čorbić.122 He also pointed out in his testimony that 
the MUP Department in Gllogoc/Glogovac did not carry out the clearing-up because the municipal 
government in Gllogoc/Glogovac was not operational during the NATO intervention in 1999 in 
Kosovo, and that they did not have a crisis committee, civil protection or a single truck.123  

110.	The allegation that the civilian government in Gllogoc/Glogovac was not operational at the time 
period in question was also confirmed by the report of the 37th mtbr Command on the situation in 
Gllogoc/Glogovac dated May 3rd, 1999.124 

3. Abuse and enforced disappearance of civilians in Zabel i Ulet/Donji Zabelj

111.	Zabel i Ulët/Donji Zabelj is located in the Municipality of Gllogoc/Glogovac some 5 km south 
of the town of Gllogoc/Glogovac. On the basis of the gathered evidence, the HLC established that on 
May 12th, 1999, after abusing and forcing four civilians, Kosovo Albanians from the village, to work, 
Serbian forces put them inside a truck and transported them in an unknown direction. After this 
event, every trace of them was lost, until their bodies were found in the mass grave in Rudnica. The 
available documents of the VJ show that control over Zabel i Ulët/Donji Zabelj and its surroundings 

119	 Order for hygiene and sanitation measures in the battlefields signed by Lazarević, March 31st,1999, ex. no. 5D00352. 
Šainović et al, Appendix 1.

120	 Order of the 37th mtbr for the clearing-up of the battlefield dated April 5th,1999, ex.no 5D01028, Šainović et al, 
Appendix 2.

121	 For instance, see Combat Report of the 37th mtbr dated June 7th, 1999, ex.no. 5D01062, Šainović et al.
122	 Testimony of Petar Damjanac in the Šainović et al. case dated March 6th, 2008, p. 23764.
123	 Ibid, p. 23764-23765.
124	 Report on the situation in Gllogoc/Glogovac by the Command of the 37th mtbr, May 3rd, 1999, ex.no 5D01037, 

Šainović et al.
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was under the jurisdiction of the 37th mtbr, while the 15th okbr carried out operations near this village. 

3.1. Description of events based on witness statements

112.	Around 10 a.m. on May 12th, 1999, six or seven individuals wearing uniforms entered the village 

of Zabel i Ulët/Donji Zabelj. Witnesses identified these persons as “paramilitaries”. They were looking 

for volunteers in the village for work. Since no one volunteered, they took 14 men out of their houses 

and beat them. Then they took them to Nazif Curri’s backyard, where they continued hitting them 

with wooden sticks and rifle butts, and humiliated them and made them dig ditches.125 

113.	A “Dajc” military truck126 with a green covering stopped on the street at around 4 p.m. Several 

soldiers came out of the truck and, after arguing with the “paramilitaries”, forcibly took four villagers 

from the group who were digging out the ditches - Afrim (Selim) Ahmeti (1961), Valbon (Qazim) 

Ahmeti (1967), Nuhi (Sabit) Buçinca (1964) and Shaban (Halit) Buçinca (1955) – and put them 

inside the truck and transported them in the direction of Gllogoc/Glogovac. This was the last time 

they were seen alive.127 

114.	The paramilitaries then ordered the remaining 10 men to continue digging. At around 8 p.m. the 

commander of the paramilitaries known by the nickname of “Babo” told the detained men that the 

four civilians who had been taken away had tried to escape and that the “military police took them in 

order to identify them”.128

115.	They released the remaining ten villagers before dusk. The villagers waited until 11 p.m. that 

evening for Afrim (Selim) Ahmeti, Valbon (Qazim) Ahmeti, Nuhi (Sabit) Buçinca and Shaban (Halit) 

Buçinca to return. Since they did not show up, the villagers of Zabel i Ulët/Donji Zabelj ran away from 

the village. When they returned on June 12th, 1999, they found their houses burnt down.129

3.2. Military documents 

116.	The village of Zabel i Ulët/Donji Zabelj was in the area of responsibility of the 37th mtbr from the 

beginning of the NATO intervention until the retreat in mid-June 1999. A number of combat reports, 

orders and other documents from the communication of this brigade and the Priština Corps during 

125	 HLC database, statement by B.B. given to the HLC, October 2014. 
126	 Magirus-Deutz truck made in the Maribor Car Factory (TAM).
127	 HLC database, statement given by B.B. to HLC, October 2014, statement given by witness H.F. to HLC, January 

2008.
128	 HLC database, statement given by B.B. to HLC, October 2014.
129	 HLC database, statement given by witness V. A. to HLC, July 2011.
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the time in question provide evidence thereof.130 

117.	Besides executing combat tasks, the 37th mtbr also had broad jurisdiction over the civilian 
population in this area – their registration, control, accommodation, provision of safety, distribution 
of food, and so forth,131 due to the fact (paras. 109-110) that the civilian authorities in the Municipality 
of Gllogoc/Glogovac were not operational.132

118.	The 37th mtbr controlled the movement in the area of responsibility as of mid-April 1999.133 

119.	On May 12th, a part of the 15th okbr participated, together with the 37th mtbr, in the operation 
known as “Gospođa” (“Mrs.”- translator’s note) in the sector of Lipovica (the Municipality of Lipjan/
Lipljan) at about 3.5 km from the Zabel i Ulët/Donji Zabelj.134 

4. Killing of Rrahman Nika in Gllanasellë/Gladno Selo

120.	Gllanasellë/Gladno Selo is located in the Municipality of Gllogoc/Glogovac at about 7 km north-
east of the town of Gllogoc/Glogovac. Based on the evidence gathered, the HLC established that on 
May 27th, 1999, the Serbian forces killed a civilian from the village and wounded another civilian. 
The body of Rrahman Nika, the victim, was taken after the killing by members of the VJ, and was 
discovered only in 2014 in the mass grave in Rudnica. The presence of the 37th mtbr on the day in 
question in the village has been without a doubt established on the basis of the military documents 
acquired by the HLC. The responsibility of the 37th mtbr included responsibility for the clear-up, that 
is, for the removal of victims’ bodies from the territory of Gllanasellë/Gladno Selo. 

130	 For instance, see the Regular combat report of the 37th mtbr dated May 7th, 1999, ex.no. 5D01060, Šainović et al; 
Combat Order of the 37th mtbr dated May 5th, 1999, ex.no. 5D01038, Šainović et al; Regular combat report of the 
37th mtbr dated May 1st, 1999, ex.no. 5D01058, Šainović et al; Regular combat report of the 37th mtbr dated May 
13th,1999, ex.no. 5D01085, Šainović et al; and Regular combat report of the 37th mtbr dated May 17th, 1999, ex.no. 
5D01084, Šainović et al.

131	 For instance, see the telegram sent by the Commander of the PrC, Vladimir Lazarević, to the commanders of 
subordinate units, dated May 2nd, 1999, strictly confidential no. 455-205, ex. no. 5D0389, Šainović et al, Appendix 
9; telegram by Commander of the 37th mtbr Ljubiša Diković to the Commander of the PrC Vladimir Lazarević 
dated May 4th, 1999, strictly confidential no. 326-2, ex. no. 5D01080, Šainović et al, Appendix 10; and Report of the 
Command of the 37th mtbr on the situation in Gllogoc/Glogovac from May 13th, 1999, confidential, no. – 446-2, 
ex.no. 5D01086, Šainović et al. 

132	 Testimony of Petar Damjanac in the Šainović et al. case dated March 6th, 2008, p. 23764-23765; Report of the 
Command of the 37th mtbr on the situation in Gllogoc/Glogovac dated May 3rd, 1999, ex. no.5D01037, Šainović et 
al.; Report of the Command of the Priština Corps on the situation in Gllogoc/Glogovac dated May 13th, 1999, ex. 
no. 5D00412, Šainović et al.

133	 Regular combat report of the 37th mtbr dated April 16th, 1999, ex.no. 5D01055, Item 5.1, Šainović et al, Appendix 6.
134	 War diary of the 15th Armored Brigade of the VJ, entry for May 12th, 1999, ex.no. P02572, Šainović et al, Appendix 11.
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4.1. Description of events based on witness statements

121.	Owing to the frequent attacks by the Serbian forces, Rrahman Nika was hiding in the “Ljugu 
i Madhe” forest in the village of Dobroshec/Dobroševac (the Municipality of Gllogoc/Glogovac) 
together with his family, as of the beginning of the war. In the evening of May 26th, 1999, Rrahman, 
together with his cousins, went to the village of Gllanasellë/Gladno Selo to get some food. They headed 
back from the village of Gllanasellë/Gladno Selo on May 27th around 1 a.m. When they reached the 
settlement of Berisha in Gllanasellë/Gladno Selo, the Serbian forces abruptly started shooting in their 
direction. Rrahman was shot and fell to the ground, and remained lying on the road, while the cousins 
managed to escape. Some members of the KLA told Rrahman’s wife that they saw a number of Serbian 
soldiers taking his body that same day, dragging it along the ground in an unknown direction.135

4.2. Military documents and testimonies of MUP officials 

122.	A large number of members of the 3rd Motorized Battalion of the 37th mtbr were in Gllanasellë/
Gladno Selo on May 26th, 1999. 

123.	The document of the Command of the VJ Third Army dated May 28th, 1999, entitled “Observations 
made during the inspection of the 37th mtbr”, stated that the 3rd Motorized Battalion of the 37th mtbr 
was positioned in the area encompassing Gllanasellë/Gladno Selo, with some 800 of its members. 
“The following situation was observed during the inspection of the 3rd Motorized Batallion of the 
37th Motorized Brigade: the Battalion took control of the following defence sector: Gladno selo 
[Gllanasellë] – t.t./trig point/ 756 (Lipoglav) – Gornji Grabovac (the width of the defence sector is 
approximately 12 km)” [italics added by HLC].136 This document further states that the battalion had 
806 soldiers, and that “approximately 85% troops are present.”137

124.	Apart from the fact that on the day when Rrahman Nika was killed, the forces of the 37th mtbr were 
deployed in the village and accordingly there is a reasonable presumption that it was the members of 
this unit who removed Rrahman Nika’s body (or at least had knowledge about who had done this), 
there is another important piece of evidence pointing to the fact that the 37th mtbr was responsible 
for the removal of bodies on the territory of Gllogoc/Glogovac. Namely, we would hereby like to 
remind the reader of the fact (see para. 109) that the former Head of the Department of the Interior 
in Gllogoc/Glogovac testified that the VJ was responsible for the clearing-up in this municipality, and 
that for this purpose he had contact with the clear-up squad of the 37th mtbr.138 He also stressed that 
the Gllogoc/Glogovac MUP Department did not carry out the clearing-up because the municipal 
government in Gllogoc/Glogovac was not operational during the NATO intervention in Kosovo in 

135	 HLC database, statement of witness V. N. given to HLC, June 2008.
136	 Observations made during the inspection of the 37th mtbr by the 3rd Army of the VJ dated May 28th, 1999, p. 3, ex. 

no. 5D01441, Šainović et al, Appendix 12.
137	 Ibid.
138	 Testimony of Petar Damjanac in the Šainović et al. case dated March 6th, 2008, p. 23764.
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1999.139 A number of documents produced by the 37th mtbr and PrC also confirm the situation in 
Gllogoc/Glogovac.140 

 

VIII. VJ and MUP units which participated in operations in which crimes were 
committed

125.	Based on the accessible evidence, the HLC has established with certainty the participation of 
three units in the VJ and MUP operations, during which the civilians whose bodies were found in 
Rudnica had been killed. The basic information on these units is given in the text below. 

1. 37th Motorized Brigade of the VJ

126.	The home barracks of the 37th mtbr was located in Raška, hence it was also known by the name 
of the “Raška Brigade”.141 It was part of the Užice Corps of the Second Army of the VJ and it was 
resubordinated to the Priština Corps of the Third Army on March 7th, 1999, by the order of the VJ 
General Staff.142 

127.	Until the beginning of the NATO intervention on March 24th, 1999, the 37th mtbr had carried out 
“intensive combat training focused on increasing the combat readiness level” in Kosovo.143 The 37th 
mtbr had already conducted anti-terrorist operations before the war.144

128.	The entire 37th mtbr, that is some 4,500 of its members, arrived in Drenica in early April 1999,145 
and stayed there until it retreated from Kosovo completely on June 16th, 1999, to its barracks in 
Raška.146

129.	After the war in Kosovo, 10 members of the 37th mtbr received the Medal of Honor for 
demonstrated courage, 175 were awarded the Defence and Security Medal of Merit, and 132 members 
were promoted in an extraordinary promotion.147 

130.	The medals and the “fame” that the 37th mtbr achieved after the war in Kosovo is linked to the 

139	 Ibid, p.23764-23765.
140	 Report by the 37th mtbr on the situation in Gllogoc/Glogovac dated May 3rd, 1999, ex. no. 5D01037, Šainović et al; 

Report by the Command of the Priština Corps on the situation in Gllogoc/Glogovac dated May 13th, 1999, ex. no. 
5D00412, Šainović et al.

141	 Testimony of Ljubiša Diković from December 10th, 2007 in the Šainović et al. case, p. 19870.
142	 VJ General Staff Order for resubordination of the 37th mtbr, March 6th 1999, ex.no. 3D00680, Šainović et al.
143	 Testimony of Ljubiša Diković from December 10th, 2007 in the Šainović et al. case, p. 19871.
144	 Ibid, p.19939-19940.
145	 Ibid, p. 19872; Combat report of the 37th mtbr dated April 3rd, 1999, ex.no. P02807, Šainović et al.
146	 Article, „Vojska“, „Brave men of Drenica, heroes of defence”, p.11-13, July 15th, 1999.
147	 Ibid.
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allegations that Drenica was the “stronghold of the KLA” and the “terrorist nest”.148 However, the fact 
is that during the deployment of the 37th mtbr in Drenica, some 180 “terrorists”, that is members of the 
KLA, were killed in this area, whereas 1,400 civilians were killed.149

131.	Ljubiša Diković, the then Colonel, was the Commander of the 37th mtbr during 1999.150 

132.	The President of the Republic of Serbia appointed him Chief of the General Staff of Serbia in 
December 12th, 2011 and he has been holding this position ever since. At present, Ljubiša Diković 
holds the rank of General.151

133.	In 2012, the HLC published the Ljubiša Diković Dossier, in which it described seven crimes in 
which members of the brigade mentioned herein had participated and which resulted in the deaths of 
more than 450 civilians.152 

i. Battalion Commanders of the 37th mtbr 

134.	Captain 1st Class Dragan Mitrović held the position of the Commander of the 1st Battalion of the 
37th mtbr, and after his death he was replaced by his Deputy, Captain Aleksandar Marković. Captain 
Dejan Ranđelović was the Commander of the 2nd Battalion of the 37th mtbr, while 1st Lieutenant Zoran 
Gavrilović was the Commander of the 3rd Battalion of the 37th mtbr, and after his death he was replaced 
by Major Draženko Mirić. The Commander of the Armored Battalion of the 37th mtbr was Captain 
1st Class Goran Jovanović. Lieutenant Colonel Vladimir Puđa held the position of the Commander 
of the Howitzer Battalion of the 37th mtbr.153 Lieutenant Colonel Stošić was the Commander of the 
Logistics Battalion of the 37th mtbr,154 while the Commander of the Artillery Battalion of the 37th mtbr 
was Major Milanović.155 

2. 15th Armored Brigade of the VJ

135.	The 15th okbr was a unit subordinated to the VJ Priština Corps.156 

136.	This Brigade’s area of responsibility encompassed the north of Kosovo, particularly the 
Municipalities of Prishtinë/Priština, Vushtrri/Vučitrn and Fushë Kosovë/Kosovo Polje, as well as 

148	 Testimony of Ljubiša Diković from December 10th, 2007 in the Šainović et al. case p.19874.
149	 HLC database, accessed on October 9th, 2014.
150	 Testimony of Ljubiša Diković from December 10th, 2007 in the Šainović et al. case p. 19870.
151	 Ibid, p.19869; Biography of the Chief of General Staff, official web page of the Serbian Army http://www.vs.rs/index.

php?content=8709fe1d-fdf2-102b-9fa8-28e40361dc2e accessed on October 18th, 2014.
152	 Ljubiša Diković Dossier with Annex dated January 23rd, 2012, available at http://www.hlc-rdc.org/wp-content/

uploads/2012/10/Ljubisa-Dikovic-Dosije-and-Prilog.pdf. 
153	 Article, Vojska, „Example to Generations”, pp.9-13, July 15th, 1999. 
154	 Testimony of Ljubiša Diković from December 10th, 2007 in the Šainović et al. case, p.19918.
155	 Ibid, p. 19921.
156	 ICTY Trial Judgment in the Šainović et al. case rendered on February 26th 2009, Vol. I, p.245-6.
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parts of the Municipalities of Lipjan/Lipljan and Gllogoc/Glogovac.157

137.	The Command of the 15th okbr was located in the period March 26th-May 12th, 1999, in the 
premises of the “Vuk Karadžić” Elementary School in Fushë Kosovë/Kosovo Polje.158

138.	During the armed conflict in Kosovo, the Commander of the 15th okbr was Colonel Mladen 
Ćirković.159 The then President of Serbia, Boris Tadić, appointed Ćirković Deputy Chief of General 
Staff of the Serbian Army on February 15th, 2009, which position he held until he retired in 2011. He 
held the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel General at the moment of his retirement.160

139.	The Chief of Staff of the 15th okbr was Mlađen Nišević.161 By the act of the then President Boris 
Tadić, Nišević was appointed Chief of Staff of the Training Command in 2009, and in 2010 he was 
promoted to the rank of Brigadier-General.162 The President of the Republic of Serbia, Tomislav 
Nikolić, issued an act in January 2013 by which he appointed Mlađen Nišević Deputy Commander of 
the Serbian Army Training Command.163

140.	The Commander of the 2nd Armored Battalion was Major Predrag Jovanović, while his Deputy was 
Captain 1st Class Zdravko Dabižljević, who presently holds the position of the Chief of Department 
for the Civilian-Military Cooperation in the Second Brigade of the Serbian Army.164

157	 Testimony of Vladimir Marinković on December 13th, 2007 in the Šainović et al. case, p. 20252; Testimony of 
Vladimir Marinković on December 14th, 2007 in the Šainović et al. case, p. 20302.

158	 War diary of the 15th Armoured Brigade of the Yugoslav Army, ex.no.P02572, Šainović et al.
159	 Ibid.
160	 Politika, “Miloje Miletic Chief of General Staff”, February 15th, 2009, available in Serbian at http://www.politika.rs/

rubrike/vesti-dana/Miloje-Miletic-nachelnik-Generalshtaba.lt.html accessed on January 6th, 2015.
161	 Lakić Đorović, “For general’s ranks they declared a killed soldier a deserter“, April 12th 2013 available in Serbian at 

http://zokstersomething.com/2013/04/12/lakic-dorovic-za-generalske-cinove-ubijenog-vojnika-proglasili-dezer-
terom/, accessed on January 15th 2015. 

162	 Blic, „Tadić Has Appointed A Number of Officers to New Duties“, February 15th, 2010, available in Serbian at http://
www.blic.rs/Vesti/Drustvo/176782/Tadic-postavio-niz-oficira-na-nove-duznosti pristupljeno dana 6 accessed on 
January 6th, 2015.

163	 Akter, „Nikolić Has Rendered Acts On Appointments to New Positions“, January 4th, 2013, available in Serbian 
at http://www.akter.co.rs/29-bezbednost/26499-nikoli-doneo-ukaze-o-imenovanju-na-nove-funkcije.html 
pristupljeno dana 6. accessed on January 6th, 2015.

164	 Lakić Đorović, “For general’s ranks they declared a killed soldier a deserter“, April 12th 2013 available in Serbian at 
http://zokstersomething.com/2013/04/12/lakic-dorovic-za-generalske-cinove-ubijenog-vojnika-proglasili-dezer- 
terom/, accessed on January 15th 2015; “Doctors of the Second Brigade in the villages of Tutin Municipality”, 
available in Serbian at: http://www.vs.rs/index.php?news_article=f628c308-d06e-11e3-9f60-00163e135009, acce-
ssed January 18 2015.
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3. 86th Detachment of the PJP 

141.	The 86th Detachment of the PJP was part of the B formations of the PJP, that is a part of the PJP 
territorial detachments.165 

142.	Members of the 86th PJP Detachment were sent from the Secretariats of the Interior located 
on the territory of the Central Serbia to the territory of Kosovo. Hence, members of the Požarevac 
Secretariat were sent to the Gllogoc/Glogovac Secretariat, of the Smederevo one to the Podujevë/
Podujevo Secretariat, while members of the Kragujevac Secretariat of Interior were sent to the 
Vushtrri/Vučitrn Secretariat.166

143.	The 86th PJP Detachment was resubordinated in late April 1999 to the Command of the 37th 
mtbr.167

144.	The Commander of the 86th PJP Detachment was a certain Dragan Obradović.168

165	 The territorial detachments included, apart from the 86th Detachment, the 73rd, 85th, and 87th Detachments - 
Testimony of Vladimir Ilić in the Šainović et al. case from March 17th, 2008, T. 24349; Statement of witness Dragan 
Zivaljevic given on March 31st, 2008, para. 6, ex.no. 6D01606, Šainović et al.

166	 Serbian Ministry of the Interior, Telegram no. 297 dated February 16th, 1999, ex.no. P00139, Đorđević.
167	 Plan for engagement of joint squads dated April 25th, 1999, ex.no. 6D01023, Šainović et al.
168	 Minutes from the meeting held in the MUP Staff for Kosovo and Metohija in Prishtinë/Priština on May 11th, 1999, 

ex.no P01993, Šainović et al.
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